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“How Brave!” portrays En-Tzu Chang’s creative psychology

“How Brave!” portrays En-Tzu Chang'’s creative psychology, during her sophomore
years at Department of Fine Arts of National Kaohsiung Normal University until her
graduate school which spanned four rich years. From the numerous happy puppets
of “What Do You See at the Very Moment!,” brightly colored handcrafts which filled
up the entire space of the puppet installation, the first prize winner of the NKNU
Department of Fine Arts Exhibition, already showed copious determination to share
feelings. The 2007 series Surprised Explosion! included exploded high heels,
exploded keyboard and chair, which started with sweetly, brightly colored soft
sculptures standing still on the wall, striving to erase their solemn return to the
rigorousness of reality from a fantastical paradise.

The same period also included digital prints of characters with long noses/the
puppet series How Happy We Are Together! which float on haloed backgrounds,
inexplicable creatures of strongly colored flat shapes, a denouncement of reality,
and the idealistic projection of an escape to Utopia. It was only until 2008 that the
How Brave! Snow White series started to appear; Utopia has been shaken up, all the
shapes, colors and ideas, no longer need to be enveloped in adorable idealistic tones,
we then simultaneously know, that En-Tzu’s creations have surmounted the first
solid barriers of life, and have started striding towards the journey of the

unconscious.

Unskilled handcraft, skilled in expressing itself



Crude, unskilled handcraft, which insists on the solid effort of sewing stitch by stitch,
is the most special quality of these forms. Such as the Snow White in “How Brave,”
that looks like a reproduction of the Disney character at first glance, but turns out to
be different when looking in detail. Snow White has a head of red hair which does
not sit smoothly as if she is wearing a wig, but the biggest defect are the missing
lines which outline her neck, making the neck seem to disappear, as well as that
luminous left arm which looks broken. Where is her right arm? The left arm rests
across her chest, the left lower arm with its uneven outline look as desolate as a face
full of wrinkles, from the bumpy chin to the undefined cheeks, from the missing lines
of the lower neck, and lines on the chest that are like a piece of armor, she can be

described as lovable but yet old and strong, duplicated without looking like the real.

Putting to good use the self-expressiveness of the images, including the creative
techniques in themselves, all entices a dialogue between each image. Asymmetrical
eyes and extreme side-glances, loose long threads that droop outside the face, form
the focal point of the pictures. An exquisite nose that looks lightly afloat in the
picture, is the most simple and pleasing feature, which contrasts the innumerable
curly heads with long noses all around behind Snow White and on her skirt. In the
lightly drawn background are three groups of naked female figures with no neck, no
torso and no feet, as well as pairs of ten fingers with fully painted red nails
(excluding one pair) covering the vagina, surrealistic big noses that are like

lying-addicted penises.

The fairytale princess startlingly and pitifully shed random fibers, her withered facial
features and strangely exposed posture, all work to peel back the masked

personality accepted by society; the female body and its ten fingers covering the
pubic area, can be better described as ten fingers in front of a vaginal orifice

between widely spread apart thighs, the beautifully tidy arrangement of both hands,
entices through refusal; male genitals overlap repeatedly in different areas, all

having the same direction and lines of sight, repeated without having any expression,
without torsos, they are hapless like infants. This contains a narration that is not only
about the sub-culture of anime-manga, returning from the innocent kingdom in the

fairytale back to the arena of both sexes, sewing together the resisting heart,



knowing better than anyone else the gulf that spans between reality and its

rejection.

Purity of trust, and forgetful innocence that consoles the disturbed mind
Just like other youths filled with vitality, En-Tzu Chang absorbs everything like a
sponge. But splendidly, she has acute senses that keep her away from harm, a heart
that does not covet makes her grateful for every single kindness. Being forgetful of
anyone’s influence can make one naturally be oneself and also be at ease; forgetting
who is the giver, but never forgetting to be most sincerely grateful, makes the works
seem like religious teaching, spreading the word about an extreme happiness, just
like the ecstatic state of the Holy Ghost. After En-Tzu was awarded the top prize by
the NKNU Department of Fine Arts, increasingly exaggerated strange puppets
appeared in her installation at the 2006 graduation exhibition, “What do you see at
the very moment! — Happiness,” which used mechanical installations rotating to
music like merry-go-rounds. Although she is actually discomposed, she possesses the
energy to assume toughness that does not let up. The finally explosion, exploded
everything in a “lovable” way, which earned high appreciation and praise from her
graduate school teacher Shih-Yung Ku in 2007. Explosion is a dynamic force, a kind of
discomposure and anxiety, the greatest standstill of motive energy.
Originally not wanting to transcend, but unexpectedly attracted to the transcending
mind; not wanting to make any excessive demands, but is direct when bestowed
with opportunity, she does not waste time in rejection or hesitation. This is a
wonderful thing, almost everyone is afraid of facing an inner condition that is too
even, too laid open.

It is as if En-Tzu is in readiness, or in an anticipatory state of hungrily clamoring and
thirsting for knowledge, and then charges forward endlessly, often to the great

admiration of others. !

The average young scholar, in particular a girl with a hidden complex fearful of
success, always closes up the heart even more tightly, after being flashed by the
marvelous light of success. Even though En-Tzu once complained in quiet,
guestioning why creating must be so painstaking?

Rejections once arose in her mind, but she never gave up, never hypocritical, this is



rare outstanding courage. Normally, the educator does not teach about the easy
road of shortcuts, but guides everyone to discover the heart’s shadows, that difficult,
seesaw process between the experienced and the archetype, will allow the learner
to cherish and persist, and can then accumulate the wisdom to carry out reason by
analogy the next time. But En-Tzu is different from others, she does not need to do
so, and is guided towards a road of unconsciousness, to undergo an individualized
process of blending with consciousness; regardless of life or creations, she has never
been lax. It is gratitude which fills her with the wisdom of life, En-Tzu is just like her
name “benevolent heart with thoughts of gratitude,” while the title of her work in
Chinese is “How Much Bravery is Needed?,” it is actually translated into English as

“How Brave!” which precisely portrays En-Tzu’s creative psychology.

Even though her creative experience has only spanned a short period, En-Tzu has
already crossed into a condition many sincere creators wish to attain — true to one’s
own feelings, accurately express one’s own concepts, form one’s own unique style.
And what is the most important, after each difficult creative process, she smiles,
replete and contented, her creations have given her even more energy to travel on
the road to a valiant mind; filled with wisdom when facing destiny, she will create all

her life, because [art ] creation is precisely the testimony of her life.



